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This book is written primarily for the medical profession. It is definitely
technical and is obviously not intended as a reference book for the laity. It
is highly recommended to medical students and physicians as the best discus-
sion of psychiatric treatment available in English. -PAUL W. PREU.
SYNOPSIS OF ANO-RECTAL DISEASES. By Louis J. Hirschman.
C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis, 1937. 288 pp. $3.50.
This is a synopsis of the author's Handbook on Diseases of the Anus and
Rectum which has been one of the standard texts on the subject for nearly
thirty years. The purpose of this work is to make available to the student
and general practitioner a condensed version of that authoritative treatise.
It is accomplished by omitting much detail and practically all historical refer-
ences and bibliography. Approximately 175 excellent illustrations have been
retained, however, to great advantage.
It would be difficult to improve on the author's concise discussions of the
diagnosis and therapy of the conditions commonly met with in the practise
of proctology. This reviewer wishes that the author had seen fit to include
a short discussion of the frequency and significance of ano-rectal complaints
in personality disorders and a few words of caution regarding surgical proce-
dures in the hysterical or highly neurotic patient. -ALBERT 3. SULLIVAN.
THE PARATHYROID IN HEALTH AND DISEASE. By David H.
Shelling. The C. V. Mosby. Company, -Saint Louis, 1935.
This volume is a valuable contribution to endocrinology. The literature
on the parathyroid glands has grown rapidly in the past decade and the increas-
ing need for a monographic survey has been adequately met by Dr. Shelling's
book. The text is pleasantly readable and is generously sprinkled with biblio-
graphic references, the frequent repetition of which is rather an advantage
than a fault. The unusually complete bibliography per se recommends the
volume to all students of medicine. The historical notes which introduce
each chapter and also constitute the first chapter of the book are particularly
well treated. Clinical and pathological studies are carefully presented.,
It is surprising and regrettable that the major faults of the book should be
in those sections where one might expect the most searching observations. In
the chapter devoted to Physiology (Chapter IV) the transition from fact to
theory is frequently so unannounced as to constitute an intellectual pitfall for
the uninitiate reader. It is the opinion of this reviewer that the important
studies of Hastings and McLean concerning the physico-chemical relationship
of calcium to protein in biological fluids deserve more attention than the casual
footnote reference which they are accorded; indeed they would seem to
necessitate the revision of many sections of the book where biochemical consid-
erations are discussed. Much space is devoted to elaborations of the author'sBOOK REVIEWS 391
theories regarding the mode of action of parathyroid hormone and its rela-
tionship to the action of vitamin D. The presentation is beguiling in its logic
but far from convincing in its evidence. Regarding a theory of the mechanism
of decalcification in hyperparathyroidism the startling statement is made that
"new equilibria are established between the intra (inter? ) cellular spaces and
the blood, and between the blood and skeletal system," which would seem to
account for "the flow of water and electrolytes from the tissues to the blood."
If by such statements the author means to imply that the parathyroid hormone
acts by subverting the physico-chemical laws governing the distribution of
water and electrolytes in the body, then more facts are due even the least
skeptical reader. The author acknowledges criticisms of his theory but the
major ones which cannot be extended in this review have apparently escaped
the critical faculty that is so agreeably conspicuous in other sections of the
book. -C. L. ROBBINS.
PHYSICAL THERAPEUTIC METHODS OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY. By
Abraham R. Hollender. C. V. Mosby Company, St. Louis, 1937.
Pp. 442. $5.00.
Dr. Hollender, who is an Associate in Laryngology, Rhinology, and
Otology in the Medical Department of the University of Illinois, and eleven
contributors have produced a comprehensive and informative volume on the
subject of physiotherapy in the treatment of diseases of the ear, nose, and
throat. Books on physiotherapy have most often been written by physicians
who are primarily physiotherapeutists, but here is a volume edited by specialists
in otolaryngology, and they approach the subject from the point of those
especially trained in otolaryngology and explain the value of physiotherapy in
the treatment of diseases of the ear, nose, and throat.
The authors have devoted considerable space to the discussion of physics,
and present in concise and readable fashion much information which is not
common to most physicians and which should certainly be the foundation for
any attempt at the application of such method of treatment.
Books on physiotherapy are characteristically filled with enthusiasm, and
although it is difficult for this reviewer to accept all of the opinions voiced by
the authors, they have frequently exhibited a conservatism which is commend-
able. It seems unfortunate that it is always necessary in books on this subject
to republish so many illustrations of special patented apparatus, and include the
name of the manufacturer, and the reader cannot help but feel, that in part
at least, he is perusing the catalogs of these merchants.
There is a complete bibliography at the end of each chapter which should
prove to be valuable to those interested in this subject, and on the whole the
book is a fair and sensible guide. -CREIGHTON BARKER.